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TIE ARMY AND THE PRESIDENCY.

An officsr of an artillery company in the Peun-
sylvania troops BOW serving under Gen. Grant
has requested ua to give a place in our columng to
the subjoined artiole. We have yielded to ”EG
request With some reluctance, not that there is
any thing in his communication improper for a
citizen to say or for us to publish, but becsuse the
points which the writer disouescs, sa.far as L}lcy
are brought to bear on thy Presidential question,
are deemed premature for our journal, however
proper their discussion may and will be ufn.cr_ the
candidates for the office of President are definitely
selected and presented to the country. But, us
the writer claims the privilege of offering bis
views in reply to some who have assumed to inter-
pret the political sentiment of the Penusylvanians
in the Army of the Potomae, we should do injus-
tice to the freedom of the press were we to rcfuse

ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA, May 22, 18064,

Mossre. EpiTors: 1 observe in the columns of the
Morning Chronicle of the 21st instant that some soldier
s cslled the Editor to an sccount for hia allegation that
McClellan had no frisods in the army. It seews to be
taken for granted by the Chronicle and some other papers

-that Mr. Lineoln will get the entire soldiers’ vote at the
ensuing election. I think that those gentlemsn who think
0 will wake up some fine morning slong about Nuvember
sod find that the soldiers’ votes dnve played smash with
their oaleulations.

1 osn’t ses how the leaders of the Admimstration party
ean a8k or expeet the votes of the white “soldiers, for it
geems to be the objset of many of them to show their ad-
miration of the blacks at the expense of the white soldiers.
My attention was called yesterday to sn extract from &
speech delivered in the House _ni Representatives by the
Hon, Willism D. Kelley, of Pennsylvania, in which he ut-
tered the following extraordinary sentiment:

« Mr, Bpenker, the men of this era of whom the poet
will sing in highest strains, the men whom the orstor will
most eulogize, the men in this grand civil war of whom
the historisn will write his most glowing pauegyrics, are
the negro soldiers of the loyal army."”

Now, the poor white soldier who has volanteered to go
forth i the cause of bis count:y, leaving a family sgd the
comforts o1 home, receiving the small pittance of thirteen
dollars per monti; 10 undergo the dugerg and hardsbips of

* & eampaign, is Dok willing to give up his place upon the
page of bis country's history (perhape the only legacy
be can leave his children) to these colored troops and
their white commanders. He does not believe Blthdl: t.hl.ut
the negro soldier is more disinterested than the white in
the result of the exisiing confliet. If the South succeods
a large portion of thess colored troops would be returned
to their masters in the South, and when they reflect that
this war was brought on wainly by the sympsthy u‘f .N'"lh'
ern people for the blacks in their enslaved condition be
must feel that Le is not so entirely disintarested ne Mf'
Kelley would endeavor 1o wuke hjn believe. But this
peems 1o be the seutiment of the Administration party, and
in order to make it entirely current, the Chrouicle, the Ad
ministration organ, eslls attention to it in the followiog
enthusiastic remarks : G e [i

“ vords of Hon, Wm. elley, of Penn-
.yuz:ﬂ:.'::ﬁfﬁ:ts: the House of Representatives on the
“i0th of April, in vindieation of the self-serificing spirit of
our fellow-colored citizeos, will be read by every oyal man
with peculisr plessure, and we koow they will be equally
gratilying to the brave aod disintereated white berues 1o
the armies of the Republie.”

1 amn o Pennsylvaniag, aud spesk more particularly for
wome regiments from that State; snd 1 thionk 1 mey safely
say that Penpsylvania soldiers are ope-tern wen; they are
Gov. Curtin men. All Pennsylvania soldiers idolize Curtiu
becsuse they kuow that he bas iabored assiduously for
their interest and their welfsre. It ia also asserted Lhst
e Administration, or rather the War Drpnrune‘nt. ‘f“
not treated the suggeations snd wishea pf Gov. Curtio with
the respect due bim sod the grest Biate he represents. It
is sllegd nowW that they refuse to sllow ber to ufficer lhf'
troops furn. bed by the State; that they have set & regi-
ment of artillery’ ©f some fifteen hundred men into the

“epartwent; and that they even re-

service of the War o 2
fused to sllow the Governos to appoint surgeons for the

regiment, but rushed it into the Jeld with ove or two wme
dical students, (koown ns contract surgeons,) iustead of
allowing these men what the law allowad—ihe three sur-
geons who bad passed the board of medical exswiystion
for the Btate. The Governor mesorls that this ie a valpa
ble usurpation upon the part of the War Department of a
power ressrved to the States by the Coostitution; that it
in in violstion of existing scis of Congress upon the sub-
jeot, and that he eannot submit to sny such ioroad upon
the rights of the State. 1 am told that the Presideut
agrees entirely with Gov. Curtin, but he has not gt enough
of old Jackson 1n him to contend with the Becretary of
War.

The Republicans in the army say that when they voted
for Mr. Lineolo they supposed ha was to bave a Republi-
can Cabinet, and thet they never bargained for a portion
of the Lecampton Cabinet of Buebsnsn's Administration
1 believe & majority of them are for Chase, or ** old Green-
Lack,” ua they eall him ; they say be furnished ihe grense
while Mr. Stanlon aud Gen. Halleek were runuing the ws-
chine the last three years, and & man who could do this s
certainly entitled to the highest honors at the hunds of his
country.

The Demoorats in the army are for Grant or MeCleilan
Bowe of them now speak of Hauncock, snd what a candi.

date be would make! He s the admiration of t'lu'bu'hu-r
army. His name is in every soldicr's mouth. Heir u de-
sonndant of old John, whose name standn forth xo conwpi
cuously upon the Declaration of Independence, sud he has
suberited all the patriotism snd all the eourage that stands
forth o definntly in that bold signature to the great pro-
elsmation of buman rights.  He would sweep th= one hun
dred thoussnd soldier votes from Pennsylvauis clean.
PEXNSYLVAKIA BOLDIER.

him.

NEW YORK METROPOLITAN FAIR.

TreasurER's OFFICE,
Neo. 2, Great Jones street

The Treasurer of the Metropolitan Fair submits the fol-
Juwing statement of necount to date:
ELLes R 8TRONG, 1venssurer, in acosunt with
Tig METROPOL!TAK FAIR ASSOCIATION,
Dn. s
To smount of eash subseriptions recsived
to date. .c......
To smount of eash receipts, Fair 14th
sireet Department......
To amount of ensh reoeipts, Far Usion
aquare Department, per E. Judeon
Hawley, Treasurer U. 8 D..........

iie e i im0 NS T1

2,190 79

0 356 00

Total .. eenancs conmse oenne- $1,106,046 50
Cn.
By amount paid (o Expen-
ses to date, 14th otreet
Department...cce . cauen
By amount paid for Expen-
soe to date, Union square
Department.ccees . vees
Ry cash paid United States

Sanitary Commission .. . $1,000,000 00 z
i i 1 VMG L2502

May 17, 1504.—Balance on hand this day 60,721 48
ELLEN R. STRONG, Traasurer M. F. A.

New Yok, May 15, 1864,

The undersigned,’s Committes appointed to sudit snd
examine the nccounts and books of the Finance Depart-
ment, John H. Gourlie, Chairmsn, snd Mre. Ellen R.
Btrong, Treasurer of the Metropolitan Fair, report that
they buve earsfully exsmined the ssme from the enmmence.
ment of the busipess of the Fair to the present date, and
fis.d them oorreot in every respect,

J. A ROOBEVELT,

. WILLIAM T. BLODGETT,
¢ H. OGDEN

120,974 40

10,050 63

THE BATTLES LN GRORGLA.
GEN. SHERMAN'S OAMPAIGN.

A correspondent of the Cineinnati Gazette with the
Arwy of Gen. Shermaa furnishes & brief view of the
general features of the successful campsign of that officer
down to the 16th iustant, when our foroes had oecupisd
ltesnes. Weo quoto from o lettor daled st that placo on
Mo 17tk :

“Phe prolimiuary oporatioss of Gen. Sherman's eam-

paign wre aslready known te the publie—the massing of
Gon. Thomus' srmy st Chattanoogs; the advsves to

Ringeuld, sud the passsge of Taylor's Ridge ; the march

of McPherson from Hunteville, Deeatur, snd other places,

towsrd the great theatrs of operstions in North Georgis ;

the desoont of Behofield from Bast Tennessee to form

purt of the left of the grand srmy—all these thiugs sre

known. : -

« Bqually well understood are the next seriee of move-

menté—the wareh from the eastern foot of Taylor's Ridge

to the western base of the Chaitsgoota Mountain; the

occupation of the town of Tunoel Hul |J¥ & portion ull' I’Ial-'
mer’s Corps ; the retreat of the enemy, sltor soms insignifi-

cant skirmishing, from the Tunnel Hill rangs of enineénces

the movement of Behofield snd Newton along the enst side

of Rocky Face, s purt of Chattagoots Mouutain; the

asoenut of the northern slope of the ridgs by Harker, until

stopped by an sl sb inpassable ravive, aoross which the

evemy opened o fievee fire; the splendid schisvement of
Col Jobu (. Mitebell, in driviog the rebels irom the

mouth of Buzzard Koost Gap, taking possasaion of Lhree
bills &t ite western entrance, thus elosing it as nffectually

sguinst the rebels, should they sttampt to seenil our rear
through 1, as they had elosed it against any direet ad-

vanee of ours upon Dalton ; the fearless eharge of Col. B.

I. Seribuer neross some open fields to the right of the
Gap, by which he cleared every thing except the ridge
itself of the rebel sharpshooters, and then retired with hig
troops orderly ns if on parade, althongh exposed to &

plunging fire {rom six pieces of artillery on the summit of
Rocky Faee; the brave but unavailiog effort of Gen. Geary
to penetrate the endmy's strong burrier by way of Dug

Gep. I cannot now pauss to dwell upon any of these.,
Hereafter, oven the burried eorrespondent, grasping st
events se they puss, may find time and opportunity &
noties some of Lhem at greater longth.

“ But no ose of these schievements, nor all of them
eowbined, bad or eould put us in posdession of Rocky
Face Ridge, the iwpregosble rampart upon sud behind
whick the reb-ls Iay, nnd which we must vither penatrate
or turh ers we could aver hope to sse Dulton. - Boldly and
sbruptly the ridge rises out of the valley, covered to its
summit with o thick growth of pives, sud traversed by
innumershle ravines. Twosthirds of the way up, the indi-
vidusl seeking to ascend is met by a stupendous cliff, riging
perpendicularly to x beight ranging from twenty to sixty
leet, secording to Jocality.  Could we hope to storm this
ridge? A line of ekirmisbers could defend it sgainsta host.
Could we bope to pass through Buzzard Ropet Gap, lined
as it was with rifl« pitenind eanvon?  Aunihilation nwaited
the fores that should sttempt it. Could Schofield proesed
dowu the velley, slong the east side of the ridge, and effect
an entrance into Daltén in that way ! By o doiog be
would eut himself off from support by the rest of the army,
sud probably be erushed by the enemy wmassing bis forees
sgainst bum,  Besides, bofore going far upon s way, he
would find snother gorge almost as earily defonsible as that
of Buzzard Moost ;

“ All this we bad discovered last February, when Pal-
wer, under the direction of Thuwas, recounvitered that
steonghold of the evemy; but it is somelimes well to learn
o lesson » pecond time, Four days we lay at the foot of
Rocky Faee, engaged in slmost incessant skirmishing with
the rurxu,'utmrpuhm-wru\ efl-oting little or nothing to-
wards the ae®@mplishwent of our grest object, and losiug
sbout eight hundred men.

« But & blow was abont being strock in anothar diree-
tion. Twelve or filteen miles south of Buzzard Roost is
& long vbligue eut in Chattagoots Mduntain, ealied Soske
Creok Gap, from a smuall stream which, runuiog throngh
the cut in u southenst direetion, finds it way into the Ove
tonsuls below Resacs. ‘Thither MePherson, with partsof the
15th and 16:k Corps, wended his way, nlter passivg through
Ship Gap in Taylor's Ridge, and maraking by the town of
Villsuow. It was on Mouday, the 9th of May, when he
resched the western entrance of Suike Creek Gap, and
prepared 1o wrest it from the enemy, Singularly enough,
it bad been left, both unfortified wnd ungusrdsd by the
rebedu; u brigade which was burried forward to dispute
MelMherson's passege eame too lute ; and ere the day was
eloged that General found bimself in {ull possession of this
important pass, with seuresly the firing of & gun.

“ On Tuesday, the 10th, Gen. Dodge with two divisions
of the 16:h Corpe, cloeely supported by Gen. Logan with
the 16th moved from the mouth of the gap, past the Bugar
Valley post office, drove in %ums smwall bodies of rebel
skirmishers, sud actuslly advauncrd to the range of hills
whieh. in this direction, overlook Ressos. Thero were the
enemy's formidable lines of works ig open view.—not so
strong indeed as they were nlterward made, byt formida-
ble, nevertheloss, even st that time. Had Gen. Dodge
thought best to do so, or had Gen. McPherson desmed it
prudeut, we might thea buve veeupied these works{ for
they were delonded by nl:!y 8 couple of the enewy's bri-
gades. The reason weo did not then take possession of
Ressen ia probably beesuse it was not at that time deter-
mined by the cowwsnding _Grlwl‘nl to weke his principal
attack upon the snemy’s lefl wiog.

A portion of Hooker's eorps went down to the gap an
the 11th and passed througis.  On the morning of the 12th
the Fourtzoall Corps, Gen. Yalmer, begsn 1ts murch for
the savie locality. Geary's division, of Hooker's Corps,
preceded ; Sehofield’s eorpe nud Newton's division of How-
ard's fuliowed. Stanley relioved Davia at the mou h of
Buzzard Roost Gap, sud Woud shifted down poward the
right to support Stauley. Howard romained with Wood
and Btsuley ready to enrry these two divisions into Dalton
84 poou ne the att wk upoo the rebal lalt vhould evmpel
them ts withdeaw from Buzgard Roost.  As long e the
great movement L sward Soske Ureek Gap was going on it
wie Howard's businass ty keep up ne wuch hoiss s pos
wible nt Buzzara Roost, 0 urder &0 dpreipe tie ensmy as
to what was taking i,:nv}-. wod make bim b 'hl"t’l' LT |||.|‘
as poecible that the wesnult wak to be made direetly in
froat. Accordingly, long siter we had Jelt Buzzard I oost,
an the morning of the 12th, wo eould hear Hownrd's can
non poundivg sway lively as ever.

o All plong the rosd 1o Honke Creek Gap I found the
country deserted, sa vsusl, when our army first passes
through; and the wenibers of the only nwily 1 saw in the
autire fifteen milss ride o Soske Creck Gap gave mas in
answer to my queston, * Whers are the peopls goge 1"
the invansble answer, * Do wn below ™" mesning, of course,
further South. :

| passed on through the famous gap, which is pome
four ot five miles in length, and found that inlaotry, esval
ry, nad netillery covered tos esrth wherever the eys wan
dirceted. ‘The gap throughout ite whols extent literally
swarmed with living men, At asllad to my miod the mighty
howts of whieh we resd in sucwent history, suered apd pro-
fane, A 1 paeecd on the immenee masees every where
eonfronted ma  Burely no noblar body of men, in all that
eonstitutes genuise nobility, wae ever eollected together
upon ths continent.  Hers was & foree muek larger $han
that with which Napoleon, when s mere boy, won 8 seore
of pitehed battles, dostroy. 4 four mighty armien, songuer
ed wll Italy, sud sent the Austrisn eagles sereaming with
terror back over the Norie Alpe. The pride, the Rower,
the chivalry, the streagth of the whole vast West was
bers.  In able bands how effective it might be made for
the suppression of treason snd ihe advaocement of our
glorious esuse! Wae 1t o such haod«?  The ardeat oo-
thusinet might nnewer unhemtatingly in the sflirmative;
the thoughtful patriot could only hope nud pray.

Al thinday thesrmy wasemployed in eommg Lirough the
gap, nud getting into pmin.m om this #astern side.  Strange
that the onemny neser otss sttempted to interfere with our
arraogements ! Had he thrown huosell, with detarmined
walor, upon the badds of our colimon, wa they ware debouok.
ing into the plaio, he might have inflicted upon us » heavy
Jose, wnd given us n world of trouble. Bat he was busy
strengzthening bhis defencen at Rosnes.  All the operations
of our army were oovered with connammnte skill by thw
esvalry, and it may bo the enciuy did not even koow our
infantry was through the gap until & corpe or two wax in
line of battle upon the enstern side.

“ Enrly om the moroing of Friday, the 13th of May, pra.
parativns wers mada to advanes toward Resaos  Gen,
Kilpatriek galloped forth Lo beat up the enemy's piokets.
While he and mewbere of bie staffl were in advanos of his
wen, he lell 1nto an nmbuscade laid by & wmall party of the
enomy sud received n painful, nlthough not dsogsrous
wound. Both be and his staff exenped with some difficulty
from the rebels. Tus compmmnd of General Kilpatrick's
division pow devolved upon Colonel Marray, Third Ken-
tocky ecavalry, heretofore commsndiog a brignde in the
division. It could not have fallen into better Linnds, for
Col. Murray is a young man who, truly as suy with whom
1 hn sequainted, represents the ohivalry of Kentueky. The
command of Col. Murray's brigade devoived upon Col.
Atking, 924 Tilinois, sud this wo was fortunate, for the
wrmy coytains o better mun than he. The eavalry opera-
tions were conducted to general satisfaction sl through
the day.

“ At one o'elock P. M. pews arrived that Gen Howard
bad prased through Buzgard Roost Gap and entered Dal-
ton, finding the place entirely evacusted by the enemy.
Bhortly after the sunounesment of thia intelligancs Oster-
huus's nnd Harrow s divisonas of the 16th Corps, Liogan's, be.
gan to advnnce toward Hessen, The rebels retrented rapidly

| until they ceme to a point where the Sugar Valley rosd,

which so far runenenrly south, bende suddeoly round snme
steep hille to the east, and puswing through s ravine be-
tween two Bille, eontinues (te dourae to esnon. Herp a'
beavy skirmish commenced, nod at 3 . M. the eoemy
opened » battery of 14 pounders upon our troops, sad
shelled thewn mos=t vieiously. Our own hatberios replind
witf wpirit and effsct, and & ebarge being sounded, & part
of Osterhaun's divigion Pashad forward and earried the bill
upon whieh the rebel battery had bpen . Tho rebels
withdrew precipitately into sheir works, apd this initial
succoss pncouraged our men groatly. It exnsperated the
rebels, however; for, conorutrating the fire from n dogen
onnnon upon the summit of the bill, they burled round shot

lmposaibie aby

ing oould coutlnue there slive. But r's snd De.

ress's bitteries Wede 0ot 1o he iatinidated noy more than
wers the 271h Missouri infantry which ceeu the hill.
The former retarned fire for fire, sod the latter, orouehing
olose to the side of the emineuce, beld {ast to their position.
The firing at last cessed ; und just as the sun was about Lo
go down Sherman, Thowas, Elliott, and other Gﬂnnﬂ.ll
onme up to the suuwmnit of the height, and through their
glusses viewed long sud attentively the rebel works around

Ea whell upon It b0 Vst 1o

' Roesaes,

“The suu bad uot rises on the morning of the 1ith
Haturday, when the skirmisbivg recommenced ; snd uutll
2 P, M ‘there was not & singls minute in which the drop-
ping sound of musketry could not bave been heard. It
wae hall past twelve, perhaps, when the rebels opened &
severs fire of both swall arwa and artillery upon the left
of the Filieenth Corps. A% the ssme time the noise of
battle eould be distinetly heard awsy to the left. This
Inst was readily understood.

“ After entering Dalton the day before, and finding
nothing there save o rumed and deserted town, Howard,
with Wood and Btanley's divisions, bad moved rapidly
southwsrl, to effeat & junction with the remaioder of the
army. The rebels were mukiog & feeble effort fo prevent
thie, and henee the firing upon the left. By noon the
pickets of Howard eommunicated with those of Schofield,
or ruther with Nowton's division, of his own eorps, which
had warehsd down the western side of Roeky Fues, and
passed through Soake Creek Gap, in company with
Behofield, Half an bour later the lines communicated,
snd thus the eutire army was agnin united and in order of
battle surrounding the enemy's works—Howard beiog
upon the extreme left, Schofield next in order, Hooker
next, Palmer next, Logan next, aud Dodge on the right.

* Whoever would form a genersl idea of the field of
battle Las ooly to conceive of a river, the Ooasteanula,
with a great bend ; st the widdle of the semigirele thus
formed is the town of Kesacs, through which rups the
Western snd Atlanta railrosd.  The rebel works extend
generslly north und south in front of the town, bending
enet and west at the vxtrewitiea, so as to rest both flanks
upon jhe river. Outside of this are, and in 8 meoner sur-
rounding it, extend our lines, A little strenm called Cump
Croek flows through n narrow valley with preeipitcus
blufls on esch side. For wore than o mile our lines ex-
tond o one sids of this valley sod the rebel lines on the
other. The opposing armies shoot st each other acroes
thie valley. A country abounding in steep hills thickl
wooded, with aluost imipasseble ruvines, and with here a
there a eleared patsh of grousd, make up the remainder of
this groat theatre of warfure where two mighty srmies
wern nbout to enset soother tragedy.

“The rebel army was divided ioto three great eorps.
Hurdeo's on the right, Hood in the eentre, snd Polk on
the left. Al the rmnloreaments brought up from Mobile,
Savanuah, sud other perts were distmbuted awoog these
three. )

“ About one o'clock it was detarminad to attack the
enemy's centre, partly for the purpose of directing bis at-
tention from the lett of the Fiftesnth Corps, where, as I
have snid, he had commenced & fierce fira, but maioly to
test bis strength nod determination, and if possible to drive
him from his works upou this part of the field. .

“'The attack was commenced by Sehofield, who, with
Newton, sdvsuced gradually up to the enemy's works,
Waood and Stanley prassing clusely the extrems rebel right.
Further to our right Carlin’s mu{King‘i brigades of John
eon's divieion naesiled the enemy’s lines in front of them
with great vigor and determioncion. Never was field more
stubbornly conteeted. Officers vied with the men in nets
of daring. Judsh's division of Sebofield’s corps blaged
like u golesno wll round & low bill upon which were the
rebel works they debigned to storm.  But every instant
their ranks were thinned by showers of bullets and grape-
shot hurled swongst them by the rebels, who fought with
compnintive soonrity inside their rifls pits.  Our line wa-
vered, Turchin's brigsde of Baird # division was ordered
to the rescus  As a portion of Jobweon's men had done,
they hurled themselves down the slwost perpsndieular
biuffa of which I have spoken, waded through Camp creek
whiat deep ot the foot, aud attempted to churge aeross the
valley under s most murdsrous fire, The charge was un-
sncecasiul—the bulk of the brignds withdrew ; but a cou-
ple of regiments ecrossed the valley, and, taking shelter
under the very blufls upon which the enemy's works were
constructad, lay there in eompurative security until the
friendly 1 ight came on, when they quietly withdrew.

¢ ol Juho G. Mitehell's brigads, of Davia's division,
was now sent to the nesistsnes of Turehin, It enme gal-
Iantly into the fight, as does any body of troops with Col.
Mitebell for n lender. But the relentless storm from the
enemy's workd (¢l upon 16 alsos the Colonel bimselfl nar.
rowly esoaped death, s shell exploding st the feet of his
horse, & huge fragment knocking to flinders the ficld-glass
whioh hung st his side, and which slons saved his life. The
order wes fiually given for the whole line to withdraw,
which it did in good order, The evemy had been driven
from & portion f his outer line of works, sod although we
did not cecupy them st that time the fire of our actillery
was so effective that the rebele never reoceupied them.

“ Joe Johuston now determined to assume the offensive
in earoest. snd began muassing bia troops upon bia right,
with the design of turuing our left  The movempat wl:ll.ﬂd
Prubably bave been successiul, had it not been discoversd
in time snd prevented. To Lieut. W. L. Shaw, of Gen.
Elljott's staff. the bonor of the diseovery belongs. From
a hill upon the right of cur lines, his keen eye deteoted
the rebel columns weving toward our left. Hooker was
instantly dirpatched to brenst the coming storm, but before
he eould arrive it burst upon & portion of our lige. Cruft's
brigade of Staplay’s division oecupied an advanced position
to the east of the Tilton snd Kessca road which Btanley
had been ordered to hold.  Upon this brigade the rebels
fell in immense numbers, and after n gallant rigistacce it
was broken wnd pusbed baek. As it emerged from the
woods ober the road, and eswe scross some open fields
west of the snwe, thy enemy prossed aller it with terrifie
yella, It seemed noif the lelt was really about to be
turned, but Simonson's nh] battery, the Gth Indjsna, was
ponted at the weslory edge of the linid, sud &5 the rebels
gdvanced it poured into them so destrnetive a fire of grape
and eanistor, that notwithetanding they rushed with detar-
mined hravery to within & hurdred feet of the battery, they
ware finnly de ven back in groat disorder. A brigade of
Hooker's wen, whiel bad arrived at the nick of time, con-
tyibyted oreaily to this result, sod manfully supported the
battery. 4

 Just anabhe battls suded upon the left, s tarrible enn-
fliet broke out upoo the right  During the afternoon por-
fiona of Logan's Corps snd Sprague's brigade of the Nix
o th Corps had dis'odged the enemy from a hine of works
almost exastly io fropt of the town, Just after dark the
reb 16 minde & desparte effort to regain them.  With long
lines of iofsutry, whose fixed bayonets glittered in the
mocoligbt, thay charged up the bill upon whieh the worke
wore gituated, sod fupead thejr way to the nrr foot of the
bulwerie. But a deadly fee from the Uglon lineg mowed
(heg down, until at last they gave up the fruitless gontest
and fI°d with precipitation aud terpor dowa the heighte.
Tt woun nearly teu o'clock before the storm of buttle cessed
to rage.

¢ Enrly on Sundny morniog the skirmisbing recommenced,
hut it was not until about half past one that ady thing of
imporisnoe fook plses. (It should be obsarved here that in
order to fill up the gap vecasioned by Hooker's withdrawal
the day before, the whols of Pulmer's Corps was shifted
to the right, or rather was expanded #0 as Lo eover twice
ne mueh ground seit did the day befors ‘] Hooker waa now
upen the extrome loft, and sbout ooe 1. M. commenced o
genorgl pesnult upin Lthe works immedistely in feont,
With danntless bravery his mwen advapeed to the sttack,
and Ward's hrigade of Butteifl 1d's division stormed &
small fort wnd enptared four plecen of artillary. A tre.
mwoenduus fira trom & long line of rebel rifle pite, bebind and
around the fort, compelliod the greater portion to retire;
but enough remained to hold the eannon sod prevent the
rebla from reeaptaring the works, In thiv fight, Col.
Harriaon, T0th Indisna, who sesvimed ecmmand of Ward's
brigads upon the Iutter being woundod, particularly dis-
tinulabed himsell.

“ Our plan of battle for the soming day was to mass the
bulk of onr forees npon the wings of dur nrmy, nunniliog
the rebale on hoth flanks at onee, while our centre was
beld by n wingle line,  Kiad this dexign been known to the
enemy he might have attompted to break our contys dur-
ing the pight. Conscqoently the utmost vigilanee wae ex-
erciked sfter dark nud some rapid firing which took plage
i front of Johneon's divigion shout muinight cmu«r the
whole army to gtand to ite gunay bul st that very hour
the rewr guard of the rebal forers was evacunting Iesnca.
The firing precipitated ite movements, bacause the rebels
in the town suppored we had dirgovored the retrest wnd
wera about attacking in fores in the middls of the nighs.

“ When Monday torning dawned not s rebel, save some
stragglers, was in or around Reeaca, Melherson imme-
dintely wtarted in purauik.  Fre this his advanee must have
reachod Calhoun: and, while 1 am warned that the 16th
of May has pasnad awny and the 17th e about to dawn, I
see the Army of the Camberland filing out from Resnca to
Join in the ghase,”

A corvespondent of the Cineinnati Commereinl refora
more in detail to the movements which sucoeeded the
ovirouation of Hessen, and to the losses of both armies in
the previcus battles. We quote the following

“The morning (of Monday, the 1Gth) was very bright,
but the whols valley was filled with smoke and fog. At
duylight not a gun was henrd. Newton immediately ad-
vanead fo feel the enewy, and dissovered that thay had
dianppoared. Immedistsly ypon beiog informed of the
evacustion of the vuley, Gen. Ilvward informed Gen.
Bherman, and our lines nt ones advancad. 1t was dispov-
ered that the sormy had made good hin rotreat, earrying
off all his artiliory, but dutrlryluf his wagon trains by fire
lost they ebould fall 1nte our haids,

“1 bave just made a tour of the field on the left, and
find it coversd with rebel desd and wounded, all of whom
wars loit 1n our bands for burial snd treatment.  Pri
#t the hour I write (nine A. M ) are being
kundreds,

“The vietory in complete o far, but would have boen
more #0 had MePherson's corps bean enabled to erom the
river and take a position in the rebel resr. MePhorson

r L]
brought in by

mada sevoral attempts to throw down the pontoons and
erowa hin corpr, but the ured such a raking fire
into his pontoons that the work had to be abandoned.

sstimated ot from our o i

o Our total .
thovaand, of whom two thoussad are
et 0 e e g b B

aight hupdred, smong whow are wany brave officers, who
hrve ehind them brilliaut records, Ohbio bas lost ber
full proportion; Indisna, too, will wourn the loss of many
af her brave sons.

“I'he eoemy's losses are fully s largo ns oure, il not
Isrger. In every nssault upon our lies their lose was
very heavy, nud they were driven back, lsaving hundreds
of their killed and wounded in our hands each day.

“We have taken nearly four thoussnd prisoners and
degerters, ineludivg wany colonels, lisutenant eolonels,
wejore, and mauy /ioe sud staff oficers, Many of them
were willing prisoners, who remasined in the 1 works
and surrendsred when we sdvanced in pursuit. v

% On the evacuation of the valley, the enemy orossed all
his ears and locomotives snd burned five spans of the rail-
:uy dbnd.o" which ocau be repaired, however, in one or

wo days.

At 'nine this (Mondsy) morning Hooker's corps threw
down pontoons nod crossed nesr Resses, while Bmldlh
crossingon the left vear Pelton. The cavalry under Stone-
man and MoCook eomwenced the pursuit early in the morn-
ing, and at the present writing theyare the enemy
with srtillery.  Brisk firing can be heard auvd the rebel
rear gunrd are evidently meetiog with a warm parting sa-
lute from our eavalry, which this season is inexcellent trim
nod superior to that of former saasons,

“Two battles, two defeats, and two retreats have so
dispiriled the enemy thatit is nlmost idle to speculate
upon what he will probably do, or where he wiil make his
vext stand. Sherman 1a too much for Johnaton, egoeiully
on the flanking process, and it is not! unlikel at the
rebel chisftain will retreat until he reaches Altoona
rangé of wountains, where he ean better protect his flanks
than be could at Buzzard Roost snd Sugar Valley,

“ Citizens and dessrters say that the Altoona Mouotains
are filled with very powerful fortificationa eapable of great
resistance, and that the ememy will make a stand thers
aod give us battle. Ba that as it may, the country may
rely upon Sherman aud Thowas, and the invincible force
they commaud, for working out a more glorious vietory
than the one just achieved.

“ For the benefit of those croakers who are never satis-
fied with the results of our movements upon the enemy, I
will briefly state wherein our victory consists. We have
driven tha enemy over forty miles, eompelled him to evacu
ate n position at Buzzard Roost that may be justly styled
the stroughold of the Confederacy; recovered n large
smount of territory ; repulsed Jobustonin every attack
upon our lives; taken four thousand prisoners, and com-
pelled him to sbandon his fortifieations near Resacs, and
deatroy hia whole ammunition and supply trains ; inflicted
heavy loss upon him, and demoralized his army to a great
extent. As an offset, the enemy has taken but one huudred
or ope hundred and fifty prisoners, inflicted a loss upon us
equal to their own, and by their precipitate retreat stimu-
Isted our troopa to grester efforts when they meet Johns-
ton snd his borde upon the field of battle.

©To show that Sherman ou bis edvance into the heart of
Georgia ie strongly in.enrnest and determived to conquer I
may stato that he keeps the railroad communieation with his
army complete. Three hours after the evacuation of Dal-
ton henvy trains loeded with supplies arrived from Ring-
gold, nnd before night the town presented quite a business
agpect. The rear-guard of the enemy had not vacated
Resncs two hours ere the fawmiliar whistle of Bharman's
train was beard by the retresting army The telegraph
line was kept up well by Captain Vano Duzen, who followed
10 rexr of our sdvancing eolumos, and repaired it thoroughbly.

* Resaca is now the advanced depot for supplying the
army, which is well provisioned with bacon, bard-tack,
coffee, sud ull the et cetaras of the commissary department.

“The strength of the enemy is variously estimated at
from 55,000 to 70,000 by prisoners and desarters. The
better informed, however, place their numbers at 55 000
to (0,000, which corresponds with estimatos furmshed by
our seouts. We have in front Hood's sad Hardee's corps,
with sbout 20,000 of Polk's army, commanded by the par-
son in persou—among the general officers holding eom-
mands Johnson, Hardee. Hood Stevenson, Pat Cleburne,
and Gibson, Bates, and Polk.”

CAPTURE OF A REBEL MAIL.

Yor several weeks past Coulonel Joho Woolley, Provost
Murashsl of Baltimore, hus received information of such o
character ue to Induce him to believe that a regulsr cvm-
munication 18 being maiptained between certain parties
residing in Richwond avd Baltimore, snd he scoording-
ly employed several detectives to detect sud arrest
I{m guilty parties. On Saturday sfterncon the men sue-
caeded in the arrest of two persons in & small boat about
thirty nules from Baltimore, on the Ch ke Bay. They
gave their names as William H. Rogers and Joba Fahey.
As soon as they perceived they were discovered they threw
overboard a lerge-rebel wail, the most importaot part of
which was reeovered. It comsiste of about s thousand
letters, & cousiderable smount of gold, Cunfederate bonds,
United States money, &o. Seversl of the letters are stat-
ed to be of impoitance to the Government. Many of them
relate only to family affairs, others are devoted to business
waiters, while not & few are of a more affectionate cha-
rpoter. About five bundred of the letters are addressed
to peraoas in Baltimore, and some three hundred are ad-
dressed to persons in various counties of the State. The
remaining three or four hundred lettsrs are for persons in
almost every State in the couutry, not a fow of them being
for parties in New England. The letters for Philadelphin
and New York are, in several iostances, of the mosl im-
poriant character. The examination of this mail has given
Col. Woolley the clue to important facte which will soon
be developed, and the denouement of which will be of in-
terest to persons in New York ae well as other places. In
wany of the letters remittances were made by the writers
to those to whom the letters were sddressed, while in
others money, clothing, &e. are asked for. Tha eorre-
sppndence in wavy coses is eyoeedingly bumorous, and in
othgrs quite sorrowful; but we are informed by Colunel
Woclley that in almost avery instanes the writers speak in
the most determined ohsrseter of their confidence in the
ultimate triumph of the South. Many of the writere de
tail the wants and privations to which they are subjected,
snd the high prices of fyod, clothing, &e. One states that
be was receiving §5 500 per annum, but did not depend
sitogother on his salary, a4 ho paid 34'30 por week boar(,
ang for & st f brosdelyth be had paid #1,000, for s blae
silk bat $150, and & pair of boots §250. The price of
bosrd in hotels was 830 per day. Ouwe of the writers
states that be purchssed a breakfast aa follows: One loaf
ol bread $1, four onions $2, one egg 50 centa ; 1otal §3 50,
and with this meal ho was pncisfied until the next doy. A
Indy states that sbe eould do witbout sncther drega ﬁ' aho
eould get but oue pound of tes. The Spottewood Hotel
and Ballard’s Hotel, in Richwond, show camplete hilis’ of
fare, but |mrnpn!e priges, fur justgoce: Champagne $80
per bottle, old eognee brandy 875, Jeffrey's ale $15, Al-
luﬁ'l pale nle §25, egge #4, toh §5 10 87, beoftenk 6,
colfen end bresd $0, tes and bread $5, vageiables from $3
to 85 o thet & person taking divuer at & hotel could got
off with little Jess thas $20. In pearly every lotter 30
writers adyisg and persuada thoes t0 whom they write to
send thair lstiers by the fixg-of truee boat —Sun.

FIGHT OF THE BASSACUS.

The following account of the fight between the Sassacus
snd the rebel ram Albemarie is fornished to us by an officer
who wag present. 1t was cerfainly an sot of desperate
during on the part of Oapt. Rok to run bis weoden gun.
boat, right nmidship, into the iron-clad ram, in the hope of
possibly sinking her by ite sheer weight, and he would have
succeaded if his consorts had been near snough to aid with
their guna:

“On the Hth ingtant, in the afternoon, the rebel ram came
down tuto Albemarle Spund in the direction of our vessels.
Bhe had a guoboat with ber, and made boldly snd definntly
for the ¥a Commander Frank Ros, which was some
distanee in advance of our other vessels. The
moved upon ber aod the ram fired ; mt our ' double ender®
kept right on, dalivering her broadaide us she passed the
ram, and then, turning, erossed her stern and enqlmd the
s:;boat. whieh surrendered to the Saesacus. ben the

sacus tarned upon the raw, got her broadside fairly,
und with ber hesd right on, at full speed. struok the ram
A fearful blow, which only brought our fieet, light veesel
alongside n grim mopster, worp formidable thay the Atlpn-
tie or the Merrimas, Meanwhile our other boats were a
5001! dintanes off, and Capt, Smith, who eould have ren.
ered effioient service, I‘alrlour milee, In this position the

MTM with musketry, and then sent a hundred pound |
t:ﬂ-s L]

ol through and through the Sassacus.  8till Com-
mander Roe held on, trying to foroe his antagonist under,
and hoping for nid. The shot flaw, the guns blazed muzzle
to aupnle. ?nly some one to come in,nnd the victory,

T y Oure

“ But suddenly a dense cloud of hot ateam ‘arose from be-
Tow—tetific—awlul—every where. No one even could
wee. Now to be bonrded! For the enemy’s shob had
blown up one of the boilers. But s moment and the dense
stenm cloud as suddenly lifted, and the iron-clad monster
was geen retiriug.  The two vessels had separated, but Lhe
gunt of the Sasescur opened and poured wolid shot into the
ports of her adveraary, some of whioh broke to splinters
snd flew back on board our ship. A Irail wooden eraft in
death grapple with s foe sending 100 pound balls, snd
spTintering the solid shot of its antagonist. The engine of
the Bassacns still worked, but nf‘“falf, and earrled ber
aronnd, and then fighting the guns all the time, her enemy
making off, she drifted grad out of aotion, with one
boilar lost snd her atern knocked off.  And now our other
bosts eamea in snd battled magnificently, the ram still re-
troating and blazlog away at our littls vessels, who follow-
ed her like waspa, . )

“'The sun set upon the engagement, but the gune, fitfal,
angry, boowing, did not cease until it was dark. The ram
retreated up a river, and our men anchored on the
of the conlliet. The Hussncus Kept hor prize under

with shot.”

guns, snd alter the action took hier sraw on board.
et B
men "t

four others mortally M“’Bﬂ " Were

OFFIOIAL WAR BULLBTIN,

No. 26, ~8ecrelary Stanton to Gensral Diz.
Wak DEPARTMERT,
Washington, May 18—10.46 P, M.

To Mujor Gen. Dix: We have no despatches to-day
from Gen. Graut, por from (lenerals Butler or Bherman.

The reports from the Ksnawha eonfirm the destruction
of the bridge over New River, and the destruction of seve-
ral miles of the railroad track, by Gen. Crook’s commund,
snd state that he has fought three battles with Gen. Sam.
Jopea and A. G, Jeukins, and defested them, the rebel
loas being over six hundred killed snd three Bundred
prisoncrs. Gen. Jeokins fell into our hands mortally
wounded. *

All of our wounded that can be removed from Frede.
ricksburg have reached Washington. The rebel prisoners
have been removed from Belle Plain.

Visiters from the Army of the Potomae represent the
troops to be in excellent condition, and reinforcements
were rapidly arriving.

Epwin M. BranToN, Becrotary of War.

No. 27—8ecretary Stanton te General Diz,
War DEPARTMENT, -
Washington, May 19—10.15 P. M.

Major General Dix: No officisl reporta of wilitary ope
rations to-day have been received by this Department
from Gen. Grant or Gen. Butler,

Reports from Gen. Sherman’s eommand, dated at Kiog-
ston, (Ga.)™ P. M, to-dsy, announce that Sherman
reached Kingston and encamped last pight. This morn-
ing ho sdvanced upon the enemy, who again retreated.

The deapatoh states that while it was being -written
Hooker and Howards guns were hammering at Johnaton
and the two armies were in plain sight of ench other, two
miles enet of Kingston.

Davis's division of the Fourteenth Corps is in possession
of Rowe.

Gen. Bherman reports the weather fine, roads good, and
eountry more open and less mountsinous.

EpwiN M. STANTON, Bocretary of War,

—

No, 23— S8ecretary Stanton to Gen. Diz.
WASHINGTON, May 20, 1864—6 30 P. M,

Major General Dix: This afternoon we have despatches
dated at half-pnst eight this moruing from Gen. Grant.

Last evening an effurt was made by Kwell's corps to
turn our right. They were promptly repulsed by Birney's
snd Tyler's divisions, and some of Warren's troops that
were on the extreme right. About three hundred prison-
ers lell into our hands, besides many killed and wounded.
Our losa foots up a little over six buondred wounded and
about one hundred and fifty killed ard missing. Gen.Grant
says that probably our killed and missing are over-stated!

Over twenty five thousand veteran reinforcements have
been forwarded to Gen. Grant. The condition of the army,
snd his contemplated operstions, are entirely salisfactory.
The ermy is sbundantly supplied.

Under instructions from this Department, Col. Behri-
ver, commanding at Frederickeburg, is arresting nod send-
ing to Washington as hostages for our wounded eoldiers
sent to Richmond by Mayor Slaughter, an equal number
of the principal citizens of Fredericksburg and its vicinity.
Nine persons aré in custody, who are suspected to have
been epgaged with Mayor Blsughter. The Mayor had
made his escape before intelligence of the outrage reached
Waskington. ¥

Our gunboats have reached Fredericksburg, and the
sick and wounded who could not be transported overland
wilLbe brought here on water transports.

Despatohes from Gen. Bherman, dated at Kingston, 10
o’clock last night, state that during the dsy be had pushed
a eolvmn beyond thst place after Johnaton, as far as Cass-
vills, skirmiahing the laiter part of the day with Hardee's
corps. Cars were expeoted to reach Kiogston to-day.
A bhard fight for Atlants was looked for.

No reports bave buen received from Gen. Buller to-day.

Mejor Gen. Hunter has been placed in command of the
Department of West Virginia, includiog the Shenandoah
Valley.

The latest dates from Major Gen. Canby were at Vicks-
burg. The river was reported to be blockaded by shore
batteries of the enemy st difforent points, but meastires
have been taken by him which were beliaved to be ade-
quate for clearing the river of all such obstructious, and
enable him to reach Alexandria, where he will take eom.
maod of the srmy.

. Epwin M. STANTON, Becretary of War.

No.29—S8ecretary Stanton to Gen, Diz,
WasninGTON, MAY 21, 1864—9.30 P. M,

Major General Dix: Despatches from Gén. Bherman
slate that our forces fouod in Rome a good deal of provi-
sions and of fine iron works and machiery. We have se-
cured two good bridges and one excellent ford woross the
Ewwah. Tbe oars are now arriving st Kingston with
stores, and two days would be given to replenish avd
fit up.

A despateh just received from Gen. Banks, dated st
Alexaundria tho Btb duy of May, states that *“ the dam will
be completed to-morrow (May ) and the gunboats re-
lieved,"” He.would then move immediately for the Missis-
sippi.

Gen. Canby was at the mouth of Red river on the 14th
of May, collecting forces to assist Banks if necassary.

Despatches from Gen. Butler, dated st 10 o'elook last
night, (Friday,) report that be Lad been fighting all day
the enemy eudeavoring to elose in on our lines. 'We shall
hold on.

We have oaptured the rebel Gen. Walker, of the Texas
troops. Epwin M. STANTON, Beoretary of War.

No. 30.—Secratary Stanton to Gen. Dix.
WaASHINGTON, MAY 2210 P. M.

To Major Gen. Dix : On Friday evening Gen. Gract
commenced s movement for the parpose of eompelling
Loo to sbandon Kig position st Bpottaylvanis, she detaile
af whigh, for obvioys reasons, should not be made public
Jt has thos far progressed sucocessfully. ILongatreei's
corpa started south at one o'clock on Friday night—an
hour and & half afier [{ancock maged. Ewoll's corps
followed Lougstreet Inst night.

The indieations aro that the rebsl army has fallen back
beyond the North Anna. Hoke's brigade has joined Lee.
The movement of Gen. Grant bas thus far heen secom-
plished without any seyers engagement or seioms inter-
ruption. We now ocoupy Guiney's Station, Milford Bta-
fion, and south of the Matapony on that line,

A despateh reoeived this morning from Gen. Canby,
dated May 14, at the mooth of the Red river, says: “ We

oxcept two, succseded in getting over the falls st Alexan-
dria on the day mentioned in Gen. Banks’s despatch.”
No despatobes bave been recoived to day from Gen.
Butler.
Daspatohea from Kingston state that Gen. Sherman's
forces are resting and replenisbing their supplies,
Epwin M. BTanToN, Secretary of Wn‘r.

No. 31—Secretary .Sl?ua to Genaral Dix.
WASHIRGTON, MaY 23—1.35 P. M.

ar Gen. Dix: Despatohes from Major Gen. Canby,
dated mouth of Red river, midoight, lal‘y* lb.lhhl:ZG

o Admiral Porter has juat arrived. The remainder of the
gunboste will arrive to-night. Gen. Banks will probably
reach Bemmesport, on the Atcbafalays, to-morrow.” A
despatoh from Admiral Porter, dated on board the flag-ship
Black Hawk, mouth of the Red river, May 16, states that the
portion of the aquadron above the falls at Alexandria have
been released from their unpleasant position, owing to the
indefatigable exertionnof Lieut. Col. Bailay, acting engineer
of the Nineteenth Army Corps, who proposed and built a
tree dam of six hundred feet naross the river, at the lower
falls, which enabled the vessels to pass in safety to the
back water of the Missinsippi, reachiog Alexandria, and al-
lowed them to pass over all the shoals and the obstrue-
tions planted by the enemy to a point of safety. Lieub:
Col. Bailey will be immediately nomioated for promo-
tion, for distinguished and meritorions services, An un
officisl report from Cairo, dated May 22, statea that the
army and gunboats were All safs at the mouth of Red river
and Bemmesport.

rher | Major. Gen. Sherman, by a despatoh dated 530 P. M.

Inst night, reports thathe will be ready by moming to resume
his operstions. Returned vetoraan and regiments, he shys,
‘have more than replaced all losses and detachments.

We have no official reporta sinoe my last telegram from

bave rumors to-day from rebel sources that the gunboata,

B e T T
bave been to Gen. Graut. whole army bas
been amply supplied with full rations of subsistenes. Up-
wards of twenty thousaud sick and wounded have been
transported from the fiolds of baitle to the Washiogton
hospitals and placed under surgical csre. Over eight
thousand prisonere have been transported from the fleld
to the prison depot, snd & large amount of artillery
sud other impedimeuts of sn notive esmpaiga brought
away. Boveral thoussnd fresh cavalry horses have
been forwsrded to the srmy, sod the grand Army of
the Potomae is now fully ss strong n sumbers—bet-
ter equipped, supplied, sud furnished—as when the cam-
paign opened. Beveral thousand reiuforcements have also
been forwarded to other armies in the field, and ample
supplies to all duriog the fame time, Over thirty thousand
volunteers for a hundred days bave been mustered into
serviee—olothed, armed, equipped, and transported to their
respective positions. This statement is due to the chiefs
of the army staff aud bureaus, and their respective corps,
to whom the eredit belongs.
EpwiN M. SranToN, Becretary of War.

No. 32—Secretary Stanton to Gineral Diz
WasHingTON, MAY 24—10.30 P, M,

To Mbsjor General Dix : A despateh from Gen. Grani
dated at eleven o'clock last wight states that the srmy
moved from its position to the North Anns, following elose-
ly Les's army. >

The Fifth and Sixth Corps marched by way of Harris's
Btore to'Jericho Ford, and the Fifth Corps succeeded in
effscting s crossing and getting a position without much
opposition. Bhortly after, however, they were violently.
attacked, and handscmely repulsed the asssult without
much lvss to us. We captured some prisoners. Every
thing looks exosedingly favorable to us.

Another despateh, giving in detail the movements of our
corps and speaking of the rebel assault on Warren's posi-
tion, says;

“* He waa attacked with great vehemence. I have never
heard more rapid massive tiring either of artillery orn:sun-
ketry. The attagk resulted in a destructive repulse of the
enewmy. At the position attacked by Haueock the rebels
were entrenched and i considerable force between the
oreek he had crossed and the river, and made a pertins-
cious resistance to his onset, but before dark he had foreed
them from their works and driven them across the streamn.”

It is aleo said that in these eugagements the elaughter
of the enemy was very great, but our losses inconsidera-
ble. The rebels charged against our artillery, and suffered
especially from oanister.

A despatch from Gen. Grant, dated this morning at eight
o’olock, has been received. It is stated that the enemy
have fallen back from the North Anna and we are in pur-
suit. Negroes who have come in say that Lee ig fulling
back to Richmond.

Other official despatohes from headquarters say that
Warren, Burnside, and Hanoock are pushing forward alter
the retreating army. Gen. Warren eaptured a good num-
ber of prisoners last evening, but has not had time to count
them, or ascertain his loss. Haneock, in storming the rifle
pita this side of the river last evaniog, also took between
one and two bundred prisoners, and drove many rebels into
the river, where they were drowned. Warren also csp-
tured some official papers, amonget them an order calling
out all boys of seventeen years of age to gerrison Rich-
moud. Ambulance men and musiciss are also ordered to
the ranks.

Bheridan was this morning at Dunkirk, and will be at
Milford to-night.

No deepatches have been received to-dsy from Gen.
Bherman, and none are expected for several days.

Despatehes from Gen. Butler have been received to-day
relative chiefly to the respeetive forces. Admirsl Lee, in
a tolegram dated the 22d to the Secretary of the Navy,
atatgs that “last night (Saturday night) the enemy attack-
ed the sarmy and were handsomely repulsed.”

A despatch fiom Major Gen. Canby, dated the 18th, aé
the mouth of Red river, states that * Gen. Banks's troops
arrived at Bemmesport yesterday, and will reach Morgan-
sea to-dsy. The srmy is in belter condition than was ex-
pected, and will soon be ready to assume offonsive opers-
tions.” EpwiN M. BTANTON, SBecretary of War.

THE METHODIST CHURCH AND SLAVERY.

On Tuesday last the General Conference of the Method-
ist Episcopal Church, now in session st Philadelphis,
passed, by s vole of 240 to 8, an amendwent tojthe * rule”
on slavery. This General Rule has hilborto only forbidden
“the buying and selling of men, women, and children,
with the iutention te enslave them ;" the amendment for-
bids also the holding of slaves, aud when it is passed by
throe-fourths of the annual Conferences, as it doubtless
will be, slavery will be enlirely expelled from this ose of
the Christisa churches,

*# The body whick haa thus deelared itself in favor of uni.
versal liberty, as a religious duty, meats onoe in four years,
and oonsists of delegates from fifty annual gosferences, ra
presenting 9,922 churches or societios, and 918,650 mem-
bers, who are found in every free State, and in most of the
Border slave States. Though eight members voted
the amendment, even these did not seknowledge themsolves
in favor of slaveholding, except ynder eertain restriotions
the minority report whieh they submitted and advocated
proposed only to amend the general rule so as to forbid
** the selling of human beiogs, or the buying or helding
them, except for ressona purely bumane.” With the ma-
ority, forbidding all slaveholding, g

; limﬂ.‘und Arkaneas, :a'd 'gnrﬂ::: pm
those from Maryland, Delaware, Kentucky, and West Vir-
ginia. ‘

The Meihodisé *“ Book of Discipline® declares * that

we are s mach s ever convinesd of the great ewi
of alavery. We believe that the buying, , or s
of human beinga, to be nsed an chattels, ia

to the
laws of God sad nn and inconsisten golden
rule, and with that ru At g

in our disei
sll who desire to continue us Ph“?io'n.oﬂ "‘6“:3
3 ' m-:i: ::Iﬂ :!? amy.kill‘;“ ® therefore 0
wonis ouf preachers 'U&b to keep themaelves
ure from this great evil, and to seek its extirpation by all
wful'l;?u%lmn :;ulum." But the Ger
enos re uum be only * advisory.”

Until the year 1844 the in the whole U
=R e
(] d-
ing4 4 body, and setting o iy

pA OrgAsi the
** Mathodist Episcopal Ciwurch SW'B% umnh
seceasion was slavery ; and the Boutbern body became
from time to time more and mope o A alaveholding
church. Tt ecensed to bear wm’-:'f-t the evila of
slavery ; beeame nex strongly pro-slavery ; and fi
influence of ite numerous minu&n and Jwrnh w
almost without i in invor secession,
Bouthern Methodiat Churoh was, in (act, ona
powerful agenciea in the work which Mr. Yancey
oallad “finng the southern beart, and
Bouth into revolution.” Mr. Calhoun
::i:mallhh Joy at ﬂ:l lm-iu o;bl&u

pro-slavery organiza waa able to wield in (avor of
treason and rebellion may be estimated from ite nu
It contuined, in 1459, 2,166 travelling T

co and 27 high
women, and 10 ]num& of i.h:: wﬂxm“ii: all

these journsls the justice of slavery and the
and necessity of secession were y taught.
The Nerthern Methodist Church, i conhnuved

to declare the wickeduows of slavery, atill admitted slave-
Sty el . Sty el i
one 0 us thin ocouree, while a smaller
section dua::d even greater wnr ﬂnﬁn.
or nt loast loss interference with them by the ohureh. It
will require a year to prooure the
nasl conferences of the amendmen
delphis ; but this ratification is h
| New York Eveming Post.

: DESTRUCTION OF REBEL BALT WORKS.

The Navy Department has received a commuuieation
from the United States barque Ethan Allen, blockading
off Murrell's Inlet, Bc uth Cnrolinn, reporting the destruc-
tion of valuable st works. Fhe works were at & place
enlled Cane Pitoh, twelve miles from the Inlet. Upon
reaching the works an armed orew wna sent ashore, who
sugoeadeod in destroying them and burning the buildiage.
Extensiva arrangementa had bson made for extending the
‘works to double their size. The pans were of ciat iron,
‘and esally broken. There were four works, sach contain-
ing twelve large pans, the watar being raiwed from the
boach by horse power, leading into a cistern large enough

$0 contain one hundred thowsand) gallons. The slt wee
destroyed.



